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The Parenting Act requires that parents be notified that when they are 
involved in court proceedings in which parenting functions for a child are 
at issue (custody, parenting time, visitation, access to children 
matters) that: 
  
1. A parenting plan is required in all cases. 
 Parents are to create a parenting plan and submit it to the court.   
 This may be done by parents themselves, through attorneys, or through 

mediation.  If a plan has not been submitted to the court within a specified 
time frame, the judge will impose a parenting plan for the child. 

 The parenting plan is to conform to the provisions in the Parenting Act, Neb. Rev. 
Stat. §43-2920, et seq. 

  
2. Attendance at a parenting education class is required. 
 Each parent must attend an approved basic level class. 
 Parenting classes are to be made available for each parent to 

attend separately. 
 A certificate of attendance must be filed with the court.  
 A list of approved classes is on the web.  See back cover, item  C.  
 The class provides information and practical tips to help parents with the impact 

of divorce or separation on children, and provides information about 
mediation, parenting plans, and the legal process. 

 A court may refer parents to a second level class if advisable. 
 Participation in the class may be delayed or waived by the court for good cause. 
  
3. Attendance at mediation may be required. 
 Courts may order parents to attempt to mediate a parenting plan. 
 Court-ordered referral to mediation or specialized alternative 

dispute resolution will be to a State Court Administrator-
approved mediator. The list of approved mediators is on the Nebraska 
Supreme Court website at: http://supremecourt.ne.gov/mediation/approved-
p-act-list.shtml 

 As of July 1, 2010, courts shall order parents to try mediation or 
specialized alternative dispute resolution if a parenting plan has not 
been submitted by the time specified by court rule. See local court rules 
at: http://www.supremecourt.ne.gov/rules/external/index.shtml?sub3 
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